
 

  

 

 

Date__________________________                          Time______________________________ 

 

Location______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given to____________________________ of _______________________________________ 
                (Name)                                                              (Agency, business, organization) 

 

I am a Deaf person.  I have requested under all applicable state and federal laws, the services of a 

qualified Sign Language interpreter as a reasonable accommodation on the basis of my disability. 

I have the right to equal access to communication and to effective communication. The 

interpreter who has been provided to me here, (name) __________________________________, 

does not meet my needs and does not provide me with effective communication because: 

 

□   I do not understand this interpreter’s signing. 

□   I do not understand this interpreter’s fingerspelling. 

□   This interpreter leaves out information, so that the whole message does not make sense. 

□   This interpreter does not clearly express special vocabulary necessary for me to understand 

what is going on in this situation. 

□   This interpreter does not understand my signing well enough to accurately voice for me. 

□   This interpreter does not understand my fingerspelling well enough to accurately voice for 

me. 

□    Other ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

This is to place you on notice that my rights are being violated because I do not have effective 

communication. Please replace this interpreter with one who can provide me with effective 

communication. Until such an interpreter is provided, you are on notice that I do not have 

effective communication.  If this interpreter has been sent here by an agency that provides 

interpreters, please remember that it is this agency, and not an interpreter service company, that 

has the obligation to provide me with reasonable accommodation and equal access to 

communication. 

 

 

_______________________________                  ______________________________________ 

     (Print Name)                                                             (Signature) 

 

 

Title II, Section 35.104, Definitions, of the ADA provides: "A qualified interpreter means an interpreter who is 

able to interpret effectively, accurately, and impartially both receptively and expressively, using any necessary 

specialized vocabulary." Guidance from the Department of Justice further provides, "This definition focuses on 

the actual ability of the interpreter in a particular interpreting context to facilitate effective communication 

between the public entity and the individual with disabilities . . . The definition of "qualified interpreter" in this 

rule does not invalidate or limit standards for interpreting services of any State or local law that are equal to or 

more stringent than those imposed by this definition." (See http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/reg2.htm) 
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